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Test Questions Minutes per Test

English 75 45

Mathematics 60 60

Reading 40 35

Science 40 35

Writing (optional) 1 essay 40

Test Formats for ACT 
National Testing

www.actstudent.org

Test Questions Minutes per Test

English 90 55

Mathematics 65 65

Reading 50 45

Science 47 45

Writing (optional) 1 essay 40

Test Strategies for the ACT

Get familiar with the content of the sections.

Update your knowledge and skills in the content 
areas.

Study content areas you are not familiar with.
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Pace yourself.

Read the directions carefully. 

Read each question carefully.

Answer every question.

Review your work.

Be precise in choosing your responses.

Erase completely.

Get Ready

www.actstudent.org

practice.actdigitalservices.org

www.act.org/the-act/checklist
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On Test Day

Report on Time

Bring With You

www.act.org/the-act/id

www.act.org/calculator-policy.html

In the Test Room

For Students Approved to Test  
at National Test Sites  
With One and One-Half Time

Test Questions Minutes per Test

English 75 70

Mathematics 60 90

Reading 40 55

Science 40 55

Writing (optional) 1 essay 60

Test Questions Minutes per Test

English 90 85

Mathematics 65 100

Reading 50 70

Science 47 70

Writing (optional) 1 essay 60

After Testing

Voiding Your Test on Test Day

Testing More Than Once
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www.act.org/the-act/superscore

www.act.org/the-act/retaking

Testing More Than Once In the Same 
Administration

Requesting a Copy of Your  
Test Questions and Answers

www.act.org/the-act/tir

www.act.org/the-act/terms
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Reread the sentence, using your selected answer.

Mathematics Section

www.act.org/calculator-policy.html

Preparing for Higher Mathematics (57–60%)

Number and Quantity (7–10%):

Algebra (12–15%):

Functions (12–15%):

Geometry (12–15%):

Statistics and Probability (8–12%):

Integrating Essential Skills (40–43%)

Modeling

Tips for Taking the Mathematics Section

If you use a calculator, use it wisely.

Solve the problem.

Find your solution among the answer choices.

Make sure you answer the question.
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Make sure your answer is reasonable.

Check your answer.

Reading Section

Key Ideas and Details (55–60%)

Craft and Structure (25–30%)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (13–18%)

Tips for Taking the Reading Section

Read each passage carefully.

Refer to the passages when answering the 
questions. 

Science Section


